Developing a NSQIP module to measure outcomes in children's surgical care: opportunity and challenge.
Under the guidance of the American College of Surgeons (ACS) and in partnership with the US Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), the National Surgical Quality Improvement Program (NSQIP) has been developed to improve the quality of surgical care in adults on a national level. Its purpose is to provide reliable, risk-adjusted outcomes data so that surgical quality can be assessed and compared between institutions. Data analysis consists of reporting observed to expected ratios (O/E) for 30-day postoperative mortality and morbidity measurements. A surgical clinical nurse reviewer is assigned at each medical center to collect information on 97 variables, including preoperative, operative, and postoperative factors for patients undergoing major operations in the specialties of general and vascular surgery. Eligible operations are entered into the database on a structured 8-day cycle to ensure representative sampling of cases. Since the introduction of the program into the VA system, there has been a 47% reduction in 30-day postoperative mortality and a 42% reduction in 30-day postoperative morbidity. Over 160 institutions have enrolled with the ACS in its adult NSQIP. In 2005, a planning committee was formed by the ACS and the American Pediatric Surgical Association to explore the development of a children's surgery NSQIP module. In conjunction with the Colorado Health Outcomes Program at the University of Colorado, a program potentially applicable to all children's surgical specialties has been designed. This manuscript describes the development of that Children's ACS-NSQIP module.